Missing people in the Augustow man-hunt — July 1945

The Suwalki region with Sejny and the Augustow region suffered great losses during
World War Il due to the German occupation. The southern part of the Augustow
region together with Augustow was also occupied by the Soviet Union in 1939 — 1941
and a part of its population faced dramatic deportations to Siberia

and Kazakhstan.

From the beginning of both occupations in that area actions were taken
by numerous underground independence organisations, which merged into the Union
of Armed Fight (ZWZ), and then into Home Army (AK).

Despite negative experiences from 1939 — 1941, in spring of 1944, on the
territory of the Augustéw Forest co-operation was established between Home Army
and the Soviet partisans, who had arrived there from the east. Unfortunately,
soon after driving Germans away and occupying those territories by the Red Army,
the former allies from Home Army were arrested and deported into the USSR.

Ax L gbg 0834+ nmkx hm sgd chrsghbs ne Rtv 0jh “ants 24/ odnokd g c addm cds hmdc-

With the Red Army’s movement to the west, at the beginning of 1945,
hs gdrtksdc hm = Shfgs ne I mx xntmf odnokd sn sgd vnncr+ sgd qduhu”k
of the guerrillas and taking up retaliatory actions against the Soviet forces.

In July 1945, the units of the Red Army and the Internal Forces
of the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKWD) of the USSR, together
vhsg sgd bn,nodq shnm ne neshdqr ne sgd Nesbd eng Hmsdgm™k Rdbtghsx+ Bhshydmor
Militia and local informers, launched a man-hunt in the former districts
ne @tftrsCv+ Rtv Gjh “mc sgd mngsgdgm “qd™ ne sgd RnjCoj~ chrsghbs- Ctghmf sghr
operation, they held a few thousand residents suspected of belonging to or
of co-operation with Home Army. After a brutal investigation, the Soviets selected
© fgnto ne “ants 5// odnokd “mc cdongsdc sgdl hmsn sgd tmjmnvm- Rhmbd sgdm mnsghmf
g r addm gd qc ne sgdl- @Inmf sgd cdongsdc+ sgdqd vdgd odnokd sfgshmf hm sgd g mjr
of Home Army as well as those who had just returned from concentration camps and
enforced labour in Germany: women and 15-16-year old boys. It is the greatest
crime committed on Poles after World War Il, sometimes referred to as “little
J " sx6€-

For decades, search for the missing has been conducted by the families and
local municipal authorities; even appeals were made to the central authorities.
@esdqg rtbbdrrhud onkhshb™k sg~vr "0845+ 087/( mdv gnodr qduhudc enq sgd
explanation of this crime.

Nm sgd 1mc @tftrs 0876+ hmhsh sdc ax sgd knb“k SRnkhc ghsx€ ~bshuhrsr
and supported by Zbigniew Bujak, A Civic Committee for Search for the Missing
Hmg ahs msr ne sgd Rtv 0jh Qdfhnm hm Itkx 0834 v r drs akhrgdc hm Rtv 0jh- Cdrohsd
many impediments on the part of the communist authorities, it collected rich
documentation concerning the man-hunt and its victims. After 1989, the problem
v'r s jdm to ax sgd ldladgr ne 0 gkh™ldms+ gdogdrdmshmf sg°s qdfhnm9 LO Agnmhrd v
Geremek and Senator Andrzej Wajda. Also the investigations conducted by the
ognrdbtsngQr nesbd+ “mc k' sdq ax sgd Hmrshstsd ne M shnm™k Qdldlaq mbd+ chc
mns kd~c sn swhmf sgd atgh k ok bd ne sgd uhbshlr ne sgd I'm,gtms D ctd sn k™ bj
of goodwill on the Russian side.

J.J. Milewski
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